LEVERAGING VENTURE CAPITAL AND COMMERCIAL BUSINESS: ENHANCING STABILITY OPERATIONS
The United States has a significant stake in enhancing the capacity to assist in stabilizing and reconstructing countries or regions, especially those at risk of, in, or in transition from conflict or civil strife, and to help them establish a sustainable path toward peaceful societies, democracies, and market economies.
-National Security Presidential Directive/NSPD-44 December 7, 2005 The Commander coined the term SWET, identifying sewer, water, electricity, and waste removal (trash) as those key basic services needing intense restoration efforts in Baghdad, Iraq. However, as the Coalition in Iraq eventually learned, restoration of basic services is but part of the entire effort to improve conditions for a society in political, civil, and economic turmoil. This paper reviews the issues mentioned above, and addresses three strategic questions regarding economic stability operations:
 How does the conduct of Economic Stability Operations (ESO) support the U.S.
National Security Strategy (NSS)?
 What are the key aspects or elements of ESOs?
 How can the DOD incite the conditions for economic stability in an Area of
Operations (AOR)?
National Security Strategy, Current Doctrine, and Economic Power
What is the importance to the military profession in understanding Economic
Power? The answer can be derived from the following quote by President John F.
Kennedy:
You [military professionals] must know something about strategy and tactics…but also economics and politics and diplomacy and history. You must know everything you can know about military power, and you must also understand the limits of military power. You must understand that few of the important problems of our time have...been finally solved by military power alone. 2 Any discussion of U.S. strategic operations must begin with a review of current NSS and established doctrine. Fortunately, the U.S. has both strategy and doctrine that address the dimensions of economic stability with regard to counterinsurgency The Strategic Importance of Economic Development -The biggest challenges the U.S. and the international community face in this century are those posed by the failure of much of the world to achieve a level of stability that is typically an outcome of development.‖ 29 While this implies that USG efforts to establish conditions for economic development in a destabilized or failed nation will result in eventual stability, the process is often lengthy and ill-defined. There is no magic bullet that DOD can employ to ensure stability in any area of operations, as the factors that lead to instability vary from religious strife and territorial disputes to political Interagency partners must work together to leverage all means necessary to ensure that the conquered and occupied nation becomes a valued ally and a responsible member of the global economic community.
